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Correspondence 
(continued from page 18) 


sex increases the spread of sexually 
transmitted diseases; and 3) homo- 
sexual sex is likely to involve both 
promiscuity and practices, such as 
anal sex, that greatly increase the 
spread of disease. 

The AIDS epidemic of recent years 
only confirms these universal truths. 
Family-centered sex is the norm in 
successful civilizations because it 
strengthens and stabilizes them. So- 
cieties that have not learned these 
truths are in the trash bin of history. 

Mr. Najjar supports the idea of gay 
and lesbian synagogues. Should we 
then have an adulterer’s synagogue so 
the Friday night adulterer can 
proudly celebrate his or her sexuality? 

We have come a long way from the 
days when sexual deviates were 
stoned to death. We have compassion 
for those who cannot, or will not, 
follow the necessary norms of society. 
The promiscuous homosexual and 
the adulterer endanger their sexual 
partners, their families, and our en- 
tire society. All we ask is that they 
keep their deviant behavior private, 
and maybe commit to Judaism with 
the tribute that vice pays to virtue—a 
bit of silent shame. 

Ira Glickstein 
Apalachin, New York 


Daniel Najjar responds: 

Any attempt to explain why the 
Torah includes any particular 
mitzvah is purely speculative. If Mr. 
Glickstein’s argument about sex were 
accurate, the Torah would have pro- 
hibited men from having sex with 
unmarried women who are not their 
wives. It does not do so. While the 
Torah prohibits sex in the context of 
religious cults, men’s promiscuity is 
not proscribed. 





The rabbis correctly condemn such 
promiscuity, and we ought to do all 
we can to discourage it, both in the 
heterosexual as well as the homo- 
sexual populations. Just as stable, 
monogamous heterosexual relation- 
ships are difficult to maintain in the 
present environment, so are such re- 
lationships of gays and lesbians. This 
is particularly so because of the psy- 
chic oppression—and sometimes out- 
right persecution—of homosexuals in 
our society. Love between two 
partners is much more likely to 
thrive when supported by both ex- 
tended families, when life cycle 
events are celebrated openly, and 
when raising children together is a 
source of joy and not of public em- 
barrassment. 

With regard to Mr. Glickstein’s 
charge that homosexual practices in- 
crease the incidence of disease, it 
should be noted that venereal disease 
has been carried across the world by 
heterosexuals without Jews sug- 
gesting that we should all become 
celibate. There is ample evidence that 
homosexual, as well as heterosexual, 
practices can take place without en- 
dangering physical health when ac- 
companied by appropriate education 
and hygienic measures. 

Yes, “family-centered sex is the 
norm in successful civilizations be- 
cause it strengthens and stabilizes 
them.” Unfortunately, current social 
policy discourages homosexuals from 
family-centered sex. That policy 
ought to change not only to avoid in- 
flicting pain, but also to further Ju- 
daism’s commitment to strengthening 
the Jewish family. 





WEINTRAUB, SIMKHA Jewish Souls: 
A Midrashic Dialogue, No. 2 (Oct.- 
Nov. 1986): 17. 

WHITFIELD, STEPHEN J. (B.R.) Coat 
of Many Colors, by Israel Shenker, No. 
2 (Oct.-Nov. 1986): 30-31. 

WINER, LISE The Rainbow Connection, 
No. 2 (Oct.-Nov. 1986): 21-23. 

WINOKUR, ABRAHAM N. (E.) Basic 
Principles, No. 2 (Oct.-Nov. 1986): 

7, 4. 

ZWEIBACK-LEVENSON, AMY and 
BARBARA ROSMAN PENZNER 
Spiritual Cleansing: A Mikveh Ritual 
for Brides, No. 1 (Sept. 1986): 25-29. 


SUBFECTS 
Books 


The Abandonment of the Fews, by David S. 
Wyman, rev. by Marie Syrkin, No. 6 
(May-June 1987): 30-32. 

Coat of Many Colors, by Israel Shenker, 
rev. by Stephen J. Whitfield, No. 2 
(Oct.-Nov. 1986): 30-31. 

Habits of the Heart, by Robert N. Bellah, 
Richard Madsen, William M. Sullivan, 
Ann Swidler, and Steven M. Tipton, 
rev. by Frida Kerner Furman, No. 5 
(March-April 1987): 30-31. 

Halakhic Man, by Joseph B. Soloveitchik, 
translated by Lawrence Kaplan, rev. by 
Daniel J. Lasker, No. 5 (March-April 
1987): 31-32. 

Him with His Foot in His Mouth and Other 
Stories, by Saul Bellow, rev. by Ruth 
Miller, No. 1 (Sept. 1986): 31-34. 

Hispano-F ewish Culture in Transition, by 
Bernard Septimus, rev. by Joan 
Friedman, No. 4 (Jan.-Feb. 1987): 
31-34. 

A Living Covenant, by David Hartman, 
rev. by Ira Eisenstein, No. 3 (Dec. 
1986): 33-34. 

The Periodic Table, by Primo Levi, rev. 
by Robert Leiter, No. 2 (Oct.-Nov. 
1986): 32-33. 

Principles of Faith (Rosh Amanah), by 
Isaac Abravanel, tr. by Menachem 
Marc Kellner, rev. by Joan Friedman, 
No. 4 (Jan.-Feb. 1986): 31-34. 

The Prophetic Minority, by Gerald Sorin, 
rev. by Henry L. Feingold, No. 1 
(Sept. 1986): 30-31. 

Soloveitchik on Repentance, by Pinchas 
Peli, rev. by Daniel J. Lasker, No. 5 
(March-April 1987): 31-32. 

Victory Dances, by Judith Brin Ingber, 
rev. by Judith Kaplan Eisenstein, No. 
2 (Oct.-Nov. 1986): 31-32. 

The World of a Renaissance Few, by D. B. 
Ruderman, rev. by Joan Friedman, No. 
4 (Jan.-Feb. 1986): 31-34. 


Con American Issues 
ACKELSBERG, MARTHA Rabbis Are 
People Too: Politics, Spirituality, and 





Reconstructionist 











the Jewish Community, No. | (Sept. 
1986): 19-24, 32. 

BRIN, RUTH F. Jewish Working 
Mothers: The Need for Pro-Family 
Policies, No. 4 (Jan.-Feb. 1987): 15-18. 

CHISWICK, BARRY R. The Achieve- 
ment of American Jews, No. 4 (Jan.- 
Feb. 1987): 11-14. 

GREEN, ARTHUR The Real Challenge 
of Orthodoxy, No. 2 (Oct.-Nov. 1986): 
11-15. 

KALECHOFSKY, ROBERTA Judaism 
and Vegetarianism: In the Camp of Ki- 
broth-Hattaavah, No. 5 (March-April 
1987): 14-17, 32. 

LIEBERMAN, SUSAN ABEL December 
Is for Hanukkah, No. 3 (Dec. 1986): 
13-17. 

SIEGEL, DANNY Jewish Values: An 
Unpleasant Daydream, No. 3 (Dec 
1986): 9-12, 16. 

WATKINS, SETH Jewish Souls: A Mid- 
rashic Dialogue, No. 2 (Oct.-Nov. 
1986): 16-17. 

WEINTRAUB, SIMKHA Jewish Souls: 
A Midrashic Dialogue, No. 2 (Oct.- 
Nov. 1986): 17. 


Editorials 

Basic Principles, by Abraham N. Win- 
okur, No. 2 (Oct.-Nov. 1986): 7, 4. 

A Birthday and a Book, No. 3 (Dec. 
1986): 6. 

Creation “Science,” No. 3 (Dec. 1986): 7. 

The Ethics of American Jews, No. 5 
(March-April 1987): 5-6. 

Father Curran, No. 3 (Dec. 1986): 6. 

The Golden Door, No. 2 (Oct.-Nov. 
1986): 5-6. 

Gore Vidal, No. 4 (Jan.-Feb. 1987): 6. 

Hadassah at 75, No. 5 (March-April): 7. 

Human Rights in America, No. 6 (May- 
June 1987): 6-7, 20. 

Israel’s Religious Wars, No. | (Sept. 
1986): 5-6. 

Liberal Jews and Tzedakah, No. 6 (May- 
June 1987): 6. 

May Memories Be for a Blessing, No. 3 
(Dec. 1986): 5-6. 

Multiple Issue Politics, No. 1 (Sept. 
1986): 6-7. 

Rabbi Ludwig Nadelmann, z”’, No. 5 
(March-April 1987): 6. 

Recent Losses, No. 4 (Jan.-Feb. 1987): 7. 

Sakharov, No. 5 (March-April 1987): 6-7. 

Simhat Torah in Jerusalem, by Sharon 
Stiefel, No. 5 (March-April 1987): 7-8. 

Supreme Court Justice, No. 2 (Oct.-Nov. 
1986): 6-7. 

Surrogate Motherhood, No. 4 (Jan.-Feb. 
1987): 5-6. 

Tzedakah and Deductions, No. 3 (Dec 
1986): 6. 

The Unity of Jerusalem, No. 6 (May-June 
1987): 5-6. 

Violence against Arab Americans, No. 2 


MAY-JUNE 1987 





(Oct.-Nov. 1986): 7. 
Wiesel’s Prize, No. 4 (Jan.-Feb. 1987): 7. 
Yarmulke Rights, No. 2 (Oct.-Nov. 
1986): 6. 


Fiction 

SHER, STEVEN Man with a Thousand 
Eyes, No. 4 (Jan.-Feb. 1987): 24-27, 
32. 


Israel and the World 

RUBINSTEIN, DANNY and ILAN 
PELEG Gush Emunim and Israeli Pol- 
itics, No. 1 (Sept. 1986): 11-14. 


Fewish Cultural Scene 


EISENSTEIN, JUDITH KAPLAN 
Looking Back: A Career in Jewish 
Music, No. 4 (Jan.-Feb. 1987): 19-23, 
32. 


Poetry 

ADLER, CAROL Psalm, No. 5 (March- 
April 1987): 29. 

ESHEL, HAVA Heh, No. 5 (March- 
April 1987): 8. 

FIRESTONE-SEGHI, LAYA Striking 
the Stone, No. 5 (March-April 1987): 4. 

GUBERMAN, JAYSETH There Isn’t 
Much Left, No. 4 (Jan.-Feb. 1987): 4. 

KESSLER, SHARON On the Naming of 
Meira, No. 5 (March-April 1987): 12. 

KORMOS, CHARLES We Question 
Midnight in the Labyrinth, No. 1 
(Sept. 1986): 7. 

LANCASTER, BRIAN Letters of Cre- 
ation, No. 5 (March-April 1987): 28-29. 

LIEBERT, DANIEL Manna, No. 3 
(Dec. 1986): 7. 

SILVERMAN, SHERRI Mirror Image, 
No. 3 (Dec. 1986): 4. 


Reconstructionism 

SCULT, MEL Mordecai Kaplan on Spir- 
itual Leadership, No. 5 (March-April 
1987): 18-19. 


Spirit in Practice 

ALPERT, REBECCA T. and ARTHUR 
WASKOW Toward an Ethical 
Kashrut, No. 5 (March-April 1987): 
9-13. 

GENDLER, EVERETT Leshem Yihud: 
Reconstructionist Unification, No. 2 
(Oct.-Nov. 1986): 19-20, 22. 

MALLER, ALLEN S. Writing Your 
Own Ketubah, No. 3 (Dec. 1986): 
26-28. 

MATT, HERSHEL JONAH Tashlikh, 
No. 2 (Oct.-Nov. 1986): 18. 

PENZNER, BARBARA ROSMAN and 
BRIAN PENZNER ROSMAN A Re- 
constructionist Engagement Ceremony, 
No. 3 (Dec. 1986): 18-21. 

PENZNER, BARBARA ROSMAN and 
AMY ZWEIBACK-LEVENSON Spir- 
itual Cleansing: A Mikveh Ritual for 
Brides, No. 1 (Sept. 1986): 25-29. 





SCHOENBERG, ELLIOT SALO and 
CATHY L. FELIX A Traditional, 
Egalitarian Wedding, No. 3 (Dec. 
1986): 22-25. 

SUCOV, EUGENE Passing On Our In- 
heritance, No. 2 (Oct.-Nov. 1986): 
28-29. 

WEINBERG, SHEILA PELTZ Erev 
Yom Kippur, No. | (Sept. 1986): 4. 


Synagogue Life 

CARPEY, SISSY Miklat Legerim: A Ha- 
vurah for Sanctuary, No. 6 (May-June 
1987): 8-12, 18. 

FEDERMAN, JOAN, BETTY SMITH, 
and JUDITH STERN SOLO, No. 6 
(May-June 1987): 16-19. 

FEINER, HARRIET Synagogue Support 
Programs, No. 6 (May-June 1987): 
13-14. 

GLICKMAN, JEFFREY How to Run a 
Purim Food Drive, No. 5 (March-April 
1987): 25-27. 

GOLINSKY, MARTIN Mutual Support 
Elevates, No. 6 (May-June 1987): 
19-20. 

HECHT, RACHEL Learning to Accept 
Help, No. 6 (May-June 1987): 14-16. 

KUSHNER, LAWRENCE Rabbinic 
Power: Grasshoppers, Jews, and 
Rabbis, No. 1 (Sept. 1986): 15-18, 24. 

SCHWARZ, SIDNEY H. Saving 
Shabbat, No. 4 (Jan.-Feb. 1987): 
28-30, 32. 

SHAPIRO, RAMI We Hold These 
Truths to Be Self-Evident: Beth Or’s 
Corporate Culture, No. 6 (May-June 
1987): 21-25. 

SILBERMAN, CHARLES E. Rabbis, 
Doctors, and the Art of Listening, No. 
4 (Jan.-Feb. 1987): 8-10, 14. 


Talking Torah 

LESTER, JULIUS Ishmael, No. 1 (Sept. 
1986): 8-10, 32. 

WINER, LISE The Rainbow Connection, 
No. 2 (Oct.-Nov. 1986): 21-23. 


Voice of Tradition 

FRIEDELL, STEVEN F. Legal Ethics 
and the Jewish Tradition, No. 5 
(March-April 1987): 20-24. 

NEUSNER, JACOB Are the Jews 
Unique? Building Bridges in the Study 
of Humanity, No. 6 (May-June 1987): 
26-29, 32. 

PASSAMANECK, STEPHEN M. Who- 
ever Wishes to Be Wise: Jewish Com- 
mercial Law, No. 2 (Oct.-Nov. 1986): 
24-27, 29. 

SCHWARTZ, HOWARD The Eagle’s 
Treasure, No. 2 (Oct.-Nov. 1986): 
8-10, 14. 

TALVE, SUSAN A Strange Language: 
The Me’am Lo’ez Commentary and 
Turkish Jewry, No. 3 (Dec. 1986): 
29-32, 34. 








